Dear Prospective Graduate Applicant,

We are writing to let you know about the unique and progressive graduate opportunities offered by the Department of Comparative Literature and Foreign Languages at the University of California, Riverside.  Located on the Pacific Rim, in one of the most vibrantly diverse and international regions of the United States, we offer innovative programs in both interliterary and interdisciplinary studies, as well as a new track in science fiction studies.  
 
The University of California, Riverside, situated in the greater Los Angeles area, is a major research university in the University of California system.  The majority of our graduate students receive fellowships, T.A.-ships, and other forms of financial support, and our students come from around the world.  Among the literatures students may work in are Chinese, English, French, German, Classical Greek, Italian, Indonesian, Japanese, Korean, Latin, Filipino, Portuguese, Russian, Spanish, and Vietnamese.  
 
The faculty of the Department of Comparative Literature and Foreign Languages are widely-known for their work in East-West comparative studies, and for a newly established PhD track in Science Fiction Studies. We offer a robust and balanced comparative Asian and European literature, culture, and theory program, which includes concentrations in gender and feminist studies, postcolonial studies, global cultures, critical theory, science and science fiction studies, comparative ancient studies, and cultural studies.  (For faculty bio-bibliographies, see http://complitforlang.ucr.edu/people/faculty/index.html)
 

Our faculty work closely with faculty in other departments and programs, including Media and Cultural Studies, English, Spanish and Portuguese, Philosophy, Dance, Art, Art History, Music, Theatre, the Concentration in Sexualities, and Women’s Studies.  Students have flexibility in designing their own unique interdisciplinary and interliterary programs.  Faculty work closely and collaboratively with students in this process.
 
The library facilities of the University of California system are outstanding, and the Special Collections of UCR’s Rivera Library includes the world-famous Eaton Collection of Science Fiction and Fantasy. Downtown Riverside is the home of the California Museum of Photography.  UC Irvine, UC San Diego and UC Los Angeles courses and libraries offer UC Riverside students further access to cutting-edge faculty and research resources. 


The campus, located an hour east of Los Angeles, is in a region featuring mountains, hot springs, wineries, beaches, and the spectacular natural reserves of Joshua Tree and Anza Borego National Parks, as well as the cultural riches of metropolitan Los Angeles itself, within easy driving distance. 

To receive follow-up materials about our graduate program, please fill out the prospective applicant interest form at the following link.  We also suggest that you contact this year’s graduate admission advisor, Professor Michelle Bloom (michelle.bloom@ucr.edu), if you would like to further discuss details of the program, or to be put in touch with faculty members whose areas of interest correspond with yours.  https://chassintranet.ucr.edu/grad/index.php?dept=clfl
For more information about the Department of Comparative Literature and Foreign Languages, please visit our web site:
http://complitforlang.ucr.edu
 
Formal application procedures are detailed on the web site of UCR’s Graduate Division: (http://www.graduate.ucr.edu/admtoc.html).

 
You can access all of the above sites and find general information about the campus by clicking on the UCR Home Page: 
http://www.ucr.edu
 
Best wishes for the road ahead, and we look forward to hearing from you.
 
Sincerely,


Professor Michelle Bloom, Graduate Admissions Advisor 2009-2010
Department of Comparative Literature and Foreign Languages
michelle.bloom@ucr.edu
