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Texts are expressive technologies. A badly damaged and disorganized textual record of twentieth-century Korea
obscures what was articulated by those living on the Korean peninsula during the last century. Books and peri-
odicals from the first half of the century that survived Japanese censors, the fratricidal Korean War (1950-1953),
and the social and economic upheavals of the 1960s,1970s, and 1980s are scattered around the peninsula and the
world, thwarting attempts to study them systematically. No comprehensive account of publishing activities exists
for this period of Korean history.

This workshop brings together academics, librarians, private book collectors, technologists, and business peo-
ple to investigate the expressive technologies of Korean colonial-era (1910-1945) texts and the technologies that
organize and re-present them in the present. The aim is to identify the conceptual, technological, and social bar-
riers that stand in the way of creating a comprehensive record of publishing activities on the Korean peninsula
during the first half of the twentieth century. This is complemented by a desire to discern modes of re-presenting

and distributing these texts in ways that make them especially useful to creative international users of information.
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