Saturday, May 4th 2013

Engage Korea Conference at the University of Oxford
Register at www.engagekorea.org
Theme: How can the international community effectively engage North Korea?

Participants include 25 speakers/moderators knowledgeable on DPRK-related issues, including:
    Ambassador Karen Wolstenholme, Former UK Ambassador to DPRK, 2011-2012
    Ambassador John Everard,   Former UK Ambassador to DPRK, 2006-2008

    James Hoare, Charge d'affairs in Pyongyang (established first British embassy in   

    DPRK); Conference Co-Advisor

Conference Day Includes Four Sessions
    Plenary 1: DPRK politics: Style and Substance

    Plenary 2: International Relations and DPRK

    Soft Power Panel 3a: International Roles in Economic Development

    Soft Power Panel 3b: Capacity Building in DPRK – An Alternative Means of 
           Diplomacy?

    Small Group Discussions led by Speakers: Health, Environment, Security, Special 

     Economic Zones, China –DPRK Relations

In order to sustain the fight for peace on the Korean peninsula, the global community needs change-agents who are well-informed about the historical, political, social, and economic aspects of North Korea. The Engage Korea Conference seeks to address this need by convening scholars and experienced experts on North Korea, which will help facilitate a transition of knowledge. This humanitarian educational initiative allows for scholars to engage with North Korea-related issues critically, through a lens undistorted by popular discourse.

The theme of the conference is ‘How can the international community effectively engage North Korea?’ - an important timely question to discuss with new leadership within the past year in all countries previously involved in Six-Party talks with North Korea (South Korea, US, Japan, China, Russia). By convening top scholarly experts, who have travelled extensively to North Korea and encompass a variety of backgrounds in politics, economics, and humanitarianism, the conference will spark discussion on innovative ways that will lead to the actualization of peace on the Korean peninsula.
Webpage: www.engagekorea.org

Date: May 4th, 2013 (Saturday)

Location: Blavatnik School of Government Learning Hub, University of Oxford and TS Eliot Theatre, Merton College 
Questions: Contact Ye jin Kang, Executive Director at engagekorea@gmail.com
Plenary 1:  DPRK Politics: Style and Substance
Moderator: James Hoare, Charge d'Affairs Pyongyang (established first British Embassy in Pyongyang) , Conference Academic Advisory Board Member

Ambassadrice Karen Wolstenholme 
                Former UK Ambassadrice to DPRK 2011-2012
                Topic: Prospects for change in DPRK

Tat Yan Kong
              Reader in Comparative Politics & Development Studies at SOAS, University of 

            London
              Topic: The North Korean Political System in Comparative Perspective

Heonik Kwon
             Senior Research Fellow in Anthropology, Trinity College, University of   


Cambridge
              Topic: DPRK Legacy Politics

Plenary 2:  International Relations and DPRK
Moderator: TBD

Mark Fitzpatrick
              Director, Non-proliferation and Disarmament Programme; The International 


Institute for Strategic Studies
              Topic: DPRK’s Nuclear and Missile Program

Aidan Foster-Carter
              Honorary Senior Research Fellow in Sociology & Modern Korea, Leeds

 University
              Topic: Inter-Korean Relations: Has Sunshine Been Eclipsed?

John Swenson-Wright
            Senior Lecturer in Modern Japanese Studies, Asian Studies Centre, Faculty of 

Asian & Middle Eastern Studies
            University of Cambridge & Senior Consulting Fellow, Chatham House             
            Topic: Japan-DPRK Relations

Adam Cathcart
              Lecturer in Asian History, Queen’s University; Assistant Professor of History at 

Pacific Lutheran University
              Topic:  DPRK-China relations: how China engages DPRK, particularly in the shared border region


Panel Session 3a:  International Roles in Economic Development
Moderator:  Matthew Bates,  Aminex PLC; Economics and Trade Analyst, SinoNK.com                                     


Christopher Davis
            Reader in Command and Transition Economies, Department of Economics and 

School of Interdisciplinary Area Studies, University of Oxford
            Topic: Lessons from Economic Transition in Russia and Eastern Europe for Reunification of Korea

Christopher Green
            Manager of International Affairs, Daily NK; Assistant Editor, SinoNK            
            Topic: Marketization and Yuanization

Ambassador John Everard
              Former British Ambassador to North Korea, 2006-2008 ;Former Coordinator, 

UN Panel of Experts established pursuant to Security Council  
                            Resolution (or "SCR") 1874, 2011-2012
              Topic: Role of Sanctions on DPRK

Keun-Wook Paik 
               Senior Research Fellow, Oxford Institute for Energy Studies & Associate 
Fellow, Chatham House. 
               Topic: DPRK's Energy Dilemma


Panel Session 3b: Capacity Building in DPRK - An Alternative Means of Diplomacy?
Moderator: TBD

Asaph Chun
            Chairman, The International Strategy and Reconciliation Foundation ; Director, 

Pyongyang Summer Institute 
             Topic: Track "n" Organic Diplomacy  (Science Diplomacy)

John O’Dea
             EU Food Security Office, Pyongyang.
             Topic: Nutritional Problems affecting DPRK

Speaker: TBA
                Topic: Cultural Diplomacy

Magnus Andersson
              Research Fellow in Asian Studies and Assistant Professor in Human 

Geography, Centre for East and South-East Asian Studies at Lund University
              Topic: Nordic Engagement with DPRK

Breakout Discussion Groups (Delegates choose one session)
Group 1
Tad Farrell
              Founder, Co-Director, NK News 
              Topic: Media and DPRK           

Katharina Zellweger (skype)
              Pantech Fellow, The Freeman Spogli Institute for International Studies at 

Stanford University
              Topic: Role of Humanitarian Efforts in DPRK 

Matthew Bates
                Aminex PLC; Economics and Trade Analyst, SinoNK.com 
                Topic:  Economic information and interpretation

Frances Matthews
                MSc Environmental Change and Management, University of Oxford
                Topic: DPRK Environmental Issues 

Nathan Beauchamp-Mustafaga
              Research Assistant, The International Institute for Strategic Studies
              China's North Korea Policy: The Evolution of Bureaucratic Politics, Leverage

 and the U.S. Angle

Group 2

Christopher Davis
              Reader in Command and Transition Economies, Department of Economics and 

School of Interdisciplinary Area Studies, University of Oxford
              Topic:Lessons from the Study of Health Sectors During Economic Transition in 

Russia, Eastern Europe and China for Health in North        Korea

Sabine van Ameijden 
               MA International Peace and Security, King’s College London
               Topic: Economic reform and regime stability in North Korea, focusing on  

  Special Economic Zones 

Robert Winstanley-Chesters
                PhD Candidate, University of Leeds
                Topic: Ideology and the Construction of Landscape in the Democratic People's

 Republic of Korea

Jinsun Bae
                Research Associate in Human Geography at Lund University
               China –DPRK relations : SEZ

