
The Great Kantō 
Earthquake: 
Reconstructing 
National Disaster and 
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September 28, 2013
Pembroke Hall 305
Brown University
172 Meeting Street
Providence, RI 02912

Free and open to the public
Morning session
9:30-10:00" Coffee

10:00 -12:00 "" Welcoming remarks,  Co-organizers Jinhee Lee and Kerry Smith

" Alex Bates,  Dickinson College,  “Rapists and Rebels: The Sinister 
Image of Koreans in Post-quake Literature.”

" Andre Haag,  University of New Mexico,  “Making Sense--and 
Nonsense--of Colonial Terror: Ironic Narratives and Images of the 
Great Kantō Earthquake ‘Korean Panic.’”

" Jinhee Lee,  Eastern Illinois University, "Burdens of Empire: 
Earthquake, Fear, and the Massacre of Koreans through Children's 
Eyes in Japan, 1923."

Afternoon session
1:00 - 2:00" Jooeun Noh,  University of Tokyo and Harvard-Yenching Institute,  

"The 'Absence' of the Great Kantō Earthquake Korean Massacre in 
Modern East Asian History: A Historiography on the 90th 
Anniversary of the Earthquake."

" Kerry Smith, Brown University,  “Writing the Massacre into Japanese 
History:  A Historiography of English Language Scholarship.”

2:00 - 2:15" " Coffee Break

Two films by Oh Choongkong"
2:15 - 4:00" “Hidden Scars: The Massacre of Koreans from the Arakawa River 

Bank to Shitamachi in Tokyo, 1923” 『隠された爪跡』 (1983) .  With 
English subtitles,  58 minutes.

" “The Disposed-Of Koreans: The Great Kantō Earthquake and Camp 
Narashino” 『払い下げられた朝鮮人 関東大震災と習志野収容所』
(1986). With English subtitles,  53 minutes.

4:00 - 5:00" " Roundtable discussion

The organizers are grateful for the generous support of the Brown University 
Humanities Initiative and the Brown University Department of History.


