
The world today is awash in the Korean Wave (hallyu). This presentation, part of my
forthcoming book Profits of Queerness, documents considerably earlier and perhaps more
impressive instantiations of global popular culture during South Korea's authoritarian
era. To this end, I examine the life and career of André Kim (1935-2010), the country’s first
male fashion designer to gain a worldwide reputation. By analyzing his visits to Hawai'i
and the US mainland, I show how he exploited these First World markets, while
advancing international understanding, post-colonial reconciliation, and social justice.  
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