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The book explores the politics of immigration in Australia through an in-depth study of the ‘new 

generation’ of young Korean migrants in Melbourne.  

States with high rates of immigration such as Australia can largely determine who enter their societies, 
but some migrants, such as younger Koreans, can determine how and where they live due to desirable 

attributes such as their skills, education, and adaptability. The book uses Albert Hirschman’s ‘exit, 
voice, and loyalty’ schema to explore the choices available to such new and would-be citizens, 
especially when faced with economic, social, and/or political decline in their host society. Through in-

depth interviews, the book explores if young Koreans were most attracted to the options of staying in 
Australia (loyalty), changing it from within (voice), or leaving (exit). The most common experience 

among younger Koreans, the book finds, is loyalty: most respondents express satisfaction with their 
lives in Australia and want to make it their home. These findings reveal how a particular group of 
migrants negotiates their citizenship with a would-be host society. By extension, the book illustrates 

the range and degree of strategies available to other migrants and would-be migrants, and how they 
might secure their livelihoods and well-being at a time of greater restrictions on international 

migration. 

This book will be of interest to scholars of multiculturalism and immigration history in Australia,  

citizenship and migration, and Korean studies. 

Enquiries about the talk: IKSUEnquiry@uclan.ac.uk.  
Enquiries about ‘Routledge Research on Korea’ book series: slim4@uclan.ac.uk  
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You can find details of the book from here:  
https://www.routledge.com/South-Koreans-and-the-Politics-of-Immigration-in-Contemporary-
Australia/Hundt/p/book/9781032188966# 
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